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30 Renewable Energy Islands for 2030

Technical Assistance and Capacity 

Building Activities



30 Renewable 

Islands for 

2030



Technical Assistance 
For the development of RE and EE projects

Regulatory 

studies

Regulatory inventory

& Study reports

Financing 

opportunities

Islands Marketplace

Feasibility and Techno-

economic Studies
Technical Assistance Reports

Vision setting and clean 

energy transition agenda

Clean Energy Transition Agenda

Community and 

stakeholder engagement 

https://clean-energy-islands.ec.europa.eu/regulatory-inventory
https://clean-energy-islands.ec.europa.eu/resources/publications?f[0]=report_type:633
https://clean-energy-islands.ec.europa.eu/islands-marketplace
https://clean-energy-islands.ec.europa.eu/resources/publications?f[0]=report_type:823
https://clean-energy-islands.ec.europa.eu/assistance/clean-energy-transition-agenda


Conclusions and next steps

Each non-interconnected island electricity system is unique in the way it is operated and requires its own system analysis.

The sustainable development of EU islands requires a reliable and secure energy supply using locally available renewable resources.

While few recommendations are directed at non-interconnected islands, most can be taken up by all EU islands and even for remote areas

on the mainland.

Regulators and system operators active on the islands should have a systemic way to collaborate, share experiences and learn from each

other in the process of decarbonisation on (non-interconnected) islands.

EU can play a significant role through gathering best practices, providing guidelines, and shaping funding programmes to require systemic

changes.

The Clean energy for EU islands secretariat will continue its role to bring islands and their stakeholders together in the joint aim to

accelerate energy transition and foster sustainable development. – 30 for 2030 islands and follower islands

• Effective communication and capacity building strategies

• Energy efficiency and energy savings

• Smart electricity systems: demand-side management and 

flexibility

• Financial schemes for renewable plants and shared ownership

• Reducing the emissions related to water supply and distribution

• Spatial energy planning 

• Innovative application of the photovoltaic technology

• Sustainable marine transport and the role of ports 

• Sustainable land transport

• Battery energy storage

• Waste management and treatment

• Hydrogen technologies

• Sustainable tourism on small islands

Capacity 
Building

20 In-person 
Workshops



The Follower 
Islands 

Programme



321

Activities for the Follower Islands

Energy planning and 

Vision making

• Energy transition plans 

assessment and 

guidance

Capacity building 

activities

• Online technical 

workshops on selected 

topics

Peer-to-peer learning

• Development of a project 

action plan in 

collaboration with the 

30for2030 islands
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Regulatory Work

Study on connection policies 

and management of energy 

systems in non-interconnected 

islands



Study results: Main identified challenges 

5

3

21

4
4. Lack of smart systems and 

controllability of distributed RE

1. Power interruptions and outages

2. High curtailment of existing RE

5. Complex and fragmented permitting 

and connection policies

3. Limited resources for 

implementation of new solutions



Key recommendations

• Promote hybrid power systems

• Require sector coupling & system 

integration

• Prioritize smart grids

• Improve monitoring, control and

forecast of RE

• Procure centralized storage 

• Integrate long duration energy storage

• Modernize grid codes 

• Clear remuneration for curtailment

• Enable Virtual Power Plants

• Request derogation for unbundling or 

storage ownership

Technological and System Integration Market and Regulatory Frameworks
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Support to the Memorandum 

of Split

*Memorandum of Understanding signed in June 2020 by the European 

Commission and 14 Member States (Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, 

Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Malta, Portugal, The Kingdom 

of Spain, Sweden)



Conclusions and next steps

Each non-interconnected island electricity system is unique in the way it is operated and requires its own system analysis.

The sustainable development of EU islands requires a reliable and secure energy supply using locally available renewable resources.

While few recommendations are directed at non-interconnected islands, most can be taken up by all EU islands and even for remote areas

on the mainland.

Regulators and system operators active on the islands should have a systemic way to collaborate, share experiences and learn from each

other in the process of decarbonisation on (non-interconnected) islands.

EU can play a significant role through gathering best practices, providing guidelines, and shaping funding programmes to require systemic

changes.

The Clean energy for EU islands secretariat will continue its role to bring islands and their stakeholders together in the joint aim to

accelerate energy transition and foster sustainable development. – 30 for 2030 islands and follower islands

Objectives

• Cooperation between the EC, the Secretariat and 

each MS signatory of the Memorandum of Split 

will focus on addressing the regulatory challenges 

identified in the study.

• Policymakers from the national governments and 

regulators will be asked to plan concrete actions 

based on the recommendations of the study.



The CE4EUI Annual Forum

Edition 2025 – Sao Miguel, Azores

• 150 In-person participants

• 45 Islands represented

• 3 representatives from DG ENER 

https://clean-energy-islands.ec.europa.eu/clean-energy-eu-islands-forum-2025
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